
            August 24, 2011

BIG AL-OUR GATOR MASCOT GETS A MAKEOVER AND 
REINTRODUCED TO OUR FANS 

Over 40 years ago, during the 1968-69 school year, the student council decided Dickinson High 
School needed a new mascot. The design for our mascot was drawn a few years earlier by a 
student from the class of 1965. You can find the first drawing of Big Al in the 1966 yearbook. 
Using this picture as the design of our mascot, Big Al was ordered in the Fall of 1968 by a 
committee of DHS students serving on the student council. To pay for Big Al, money was raised 
by all the students by buying fifty cent shares in him. The class contributing the most money 
would have the privilege in naming our gator mascot. The contest ended in a tie between the class 
of 1969 and 1971. A meeting was held by the two classes and of course the name Big Al was 
chosen. In early spring of 1969, a few seniors drove to Houston and brought Big Al to DHS. Big 
Al’s first athletic event was the 1969 Gator Relays. In the Fall of 1970 the first group of students 
called the Gator Guard had Big Al on the sidelines at home football games. 

On behalf of the Dickinson ISD Alumni Association, congratulations to Dickinson High School 
in bringing Big Al back to where he should be, on the sidelines of athletic events.  And a big 
thank you to the Strom family and Strom‘s Street Rods for refurbishing Big Al.

Olivia Strom Tolbert ‘60 and Michael Strom ‘79

Michael contacted the High School about refurbishing Big Al in the summer 
of 2011. Michael repaired the holes and cracks and built a cart with wheels 
for Big Al to sit on so it would be easier to move him.   



Carrie Strom Menotti ‘82 and James Menotti ‘81 putting the finishing touches on Big Al

A group of Gator coaches help Principal Kellie           Refurbished Big Al is introduced on Meet the Gators 
Shotwell unload Big Al.                                                 Night on August 24, 2011.  Standing with Big Al is 
                                                                                        the DHS Gator guard

Big Al still stands guard in the entrance to DHS. In this picture, taken Sept 30,
is the 2011 Distinguished Alumni before they talked to the senior class.


